
earthquakes

key terms that your 
students need 

to know

Important Vocabulary



My students LOVE crosswords this year. I sat down and put all of the most
important vocabulary into one crossword puzzle. Use this as a review, for
homework, or as a last minute sub plan if needed!
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Across
1. a smaller quake that follows a big earthquake
4. a sudden, violent shaking of the Earth, caused by shifting in the 
Earth's crust
5. a person trained to design and build bridges, roads, and other 
structures
7. a break or crack in Earth's crust
8. able to sway back and forth without breaking
11. melted rock in the Earth's mantle
12. the strength of an earthquake's seismic waves
13. the layer of Earth above the core and under the crust
15. a measurement of the magnitude of an earthquake's seismic waves
16. a machine that measures the strength of the seismic waves in an 
earthquake
20. a huge sea wave caused by an underwater earthquake

Down
2. the rocky outer layer of Earth
3. information that scientists collect
6. the spot on Earth's surface directly above the focus
9. the spot beneath Earth's crust where an 
earthquake begins
10. the amount of damage caused by an earthquake
13. a measurement of the degree of damage caused by 
an earthquake
16. the waves of energy that travel out from the 
focus; they carry the force of the earthquake to the 
surface of the Earth
18. a scientist who studies and measures earthquakes
19. one of the large pieces of Earth's crust

Word Bank: 
MAGNITUDE 
EARTHQUAKE 
MAGMA 
ENGINEER

DATA 
AFTERSHOCK 
TECTONIC PLATE 
SEISMOLOGIST

EPICENTER 
FOCUS 
RICHTER SCALE 
SEISMOGRAPH 

INTENSITY 
TSUNAMI 
MERCALLI SCALE 
CRUST 

MANTLE 
FLEXIBLE 
FAULT 
SEISMIC WAVES 
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ANSWER KEY

Across
1. a smaller quake that follows a big earthquake
4. a sudden, violent shaking of the Earth, caused by shifting in the 
Earth's crust
5. a person trained to design and build bridges, roads, and other 
structures
7. a break or crack in Earth's crust
8. able to sway back and forth without breaking
11. melted rock in the Earth's mantle
12. the strength of an earthquake's seismic waves
13. the layer of Earth above the core and under the crust
15. a measurement of the magnitude of an earthquake's seismic waves
16. a machine that measures the strength of the seismic waves in an 
earthquake
20. a huge sea wave caused by an underwater earthquake
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2. the rocky outer layer of Earth
3. information that scientists collect
6. the spot on Earth's surface directly above the focus
9. the spot beneath Earth's crust where an 
earthquake begins
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surface of the Earth
18. a scientist who studies and measures earthquakes
19. one of the large pieces of Earth's crust


