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Explore  Desert  Climates  

 

 
Deserts represent one-fifth (20%) of the land surface of the world.  

The majority of deserts are in the Arabian Peninsula, Australia, The Americas, North and South 
Africa, India and Pakistan. 

The largest desert is the Sahara, in North Africa, and is about 3,500,000 square miles. 
 
Deserts are characterized by extreme heat and dryness, very hot in the daytime and chilly or 
even cold at night. 

The average temperature is 100 degrees during the day and below 50 degrees at night. 

The wettest desert does not get more than 10 inches of rain a year. 

A variety of plant and animal species live there, thanks to their power to adapt to the harsh 
environment. Camels, for example, are able to store large quantities of water in their humps. 
 
Animals like rattlesnakes and scorpions spend most of the day underground but come out at night 
to eat and hunt. 

Spade foot toads spend 9 months of the year underground.  
 
Deserts often get their names like "Death Valley" or "The place from where there is no return" 
because of their extreme conditions 
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Desert climate links and additional information: 

-The desert is often very hot in the daytime. At night, it may get somewhat chilly, or even cold. 
Link: http://www.cdli.ca/CITE/desert_climate.htm 

  

-What is a desert? Although deserts are characterized by dry climates, particular deserts are 
often dry for different reasons. Deserts are the driest places on earth. 

Link: http://cyberkids.ccsd.k12.wy.us/sunflower/projects/Bodesert.html 

  

-All you ever wanted to know about the Mojave Desert, with emphasis on the desert of North 
American and their 4 main divisions -- the Chihuahuan, Great Basin, Mojave and Sonoran. 

Link: http://www.desertusa.com/du_mojave.html 

  

-The American Desert includes the Mojave, Colorado, and Sonoran Deserts. 

Link: http://www.fs.fed.us/colorimagemap/images/322.html 

  

-Deserts are very dry places. Some of them get less than 10 inches of rain in a whole year. 

Link: http://www.ahsd25.k12.il.us/Curriculum%20Info/africa/desert.htm 

 

Visit www.KBTeachers.com for more worksheets and printable activities 
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